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B Responsive to communication(s) filed on Mar 30. 2000 

□ This action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed 
in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Qu$fl$35 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 

A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire 1 month(s), or thirty days, whichever is 

longer, from the mailing date of this communication. Failure to respond within the period for response will cause the 
application to become abandoned. (35 U.S.C. § 133). Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions of 
37CFR 1.136(a). 

Disposition of Claim 

(3 Claim(s) 11-147 is/are pending in the appltcat 

Of the above, claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration 

□ Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

□ Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

IS Claims 11-147 are subject to restriction or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is □ approved Disapproved. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d). 

□ All CBome* OSone of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) . 

□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

Certified copies not received: 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 

Attachment(s) 

□ Notice of References Cited, PTO-892 

|& Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 16 

□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 
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Part III DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restriction 

1 . Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 1 1-25, 33-55, 64-99, and 133-147, drawn to a method of conducting 
auctions on the internet, classified in class 705, subclass 37. 

II. Claims 26-32, drawn to a method of facilitating commerce at an internet-based 
auction, classified in class 705, subclass 52. 

IK. Claims 56-63, and 100-132, drawn to a system for facilitating electronic commerce 
transactions, classified in class 705, subclass 18. 

2. The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 
Inventions I, II, and III are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together in a single 
combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown to be separately 
usable. In the instant case, invention I has separate utility such as a system for conducting 
auctions on the internet by presenting items for auction, receiving auction bids and receiving 
payment information; invention II has separate utility such as authorizing a participant to post an 
item for auction at an internet auction site; invention III has separate utility such as a verification 
process that verifies the identity of the first participant. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 
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3. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have acquired a 
separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper. 

4. Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must include an 
election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 
CFR 1.143). 



Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Demetra R. Smith, whose telephone number is (703) 308-6989. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday-Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by phone fail, the examiner's supervisor, Kevin J. 
Teska, can be reached at (703) 305-9704. Additionally, the fax phone for Art Unit 2764 is (703) 
308-9051 or 308-9052, (for formal communications intended for entry), or (703) 308-5397 (for 
informal or draft communications, please label "PROPOSED" OR "DRAFT"). 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, 
Arlington, VA, Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

Communications via Internet e-mail regarding this application, other than those under 35 
U.S.C. 132 or which otherwise require a signature, may be used by the applicant and should be 
addressed to [Demetra.Smith@uspto.gov]. 

All Internet e-mail communications will be made of record in the application file. PTO 
employees do not engage in Internet communications where there exists a possibility that sensitive 
information could be identified or exchanged unless the record includes a properly signed express 
waiver of the confidentiality requirement of 35 U.S.C. 122. This is more clearly set forth in the 
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Interim Internet Usage Policy published in the Official Gazette of the Patent and Trademark on 
February 25, 1997 at 1 195 OG 89. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Group receptionist at (703) 305-3900. 




Dfemetra R. Smith / 
Patent Examiner 
Group Art Unit 2764 

July 1,2000 




ERIC W. STAMBER 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



